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I am writ ing about the 11-65 proceeding regarding AT&T's application to merge with T·Mobile. I support this 
merger for very specific reasons. 

Access to the wide array of information, services and entertainment that the Internet provides is becoming essential 
for our citizens. Whether you are seeking a job, trying to find the best price for a product or service or simply 
communicating with friends and family - the Web is becoming a vital resource for our nation. 

In order to take advantage of it, however, people need a device and an accessible network. Smartphones, tablets, 
and mobile broadband networks are the tools being adopted in record numbers. Nevertheless, the most advanced 
device in the world will be use less without a network that has the capacity and speed 10 support it. 
For too long, many towns in western Iowa, espeeially in my district, have on ly had access to the Internet through a 
satellite connection. This is outdated technology and often the only choice for our local businesses and consumers. 
suspect that much of small· town, rural America is in the same situation. 

Mobile broadband needs to be extended to these areas in order to help them thrive, and it is unrealislic 10 think that 
this wil l happen solely at the hands of government. AT&T is offering its financial strength to build out the 
necessary infrastructure for LTE wireless networks across America, including rural areas, with the approval oflhis 
merger. Government needs to ensure that finns like AT&T and T·Mobile have the abi lity to combine in order to 
accelerate Iowa' s - and America's - access to high·speed mobile broadband, which will lead to greater economic 
growth and quality of life in our communities. 

I support this merger for these reasons. I hope you will too, and approve il with as linle delay as possible. 
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Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 


